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said that things in these days must conflict with my old
opinions. It is evident that our statesmen do not realize
the importance nor condition of the money and currency
question.

April 25, Monday. Reverses in North Carolina are bad
at this time. The death of Flusser is most unfortunate. I
presume the blame of the disasters will be attributed to
the Navy, which, in fact, is merely auxiliary to the army.
Letter-writers and partisan editors who are courted and
petted by the military find no favor with naval men, and
as a consequence the Navy suffers detraction.

Burnside's army corps passed through Washington
to-day, whites, blacks, and Indians numbering about
30,000. All the indications foreshadow a mighty conflict
and battle in Virginia at an early day.

Fox and Edgar have gone to Fortress Monroe. Calls
for naval aid and assistance come up from that quarter,

April 26, Tuesday. Sent a letter to Naval Committee in
favor of an iron navy yard, transmitting former communi-
cations. Action is required and should have been taken by
Congress long since.

Neither Chase nor Blair were at the Cabinet to-day, nor
was Stanton. The course of these men is reprehensible, and
yet the President, I am sorry to say, does not reprove but
rather encourages it by bringing forward no important
measure connected with either. As regards Chase, it is
evident he presumes on his position and the condition of
the finances to press a point, hoping it may favor his aspir-
ations.

Stanton has a cabinet and is a power in his own Depart-
ment. He deceives the President and Seward, makes con-
fidants of certain leading men, and is content to have mat-
ters move on without being compelled to show his exact
position. He is not on good terms with Blair, nor is Chase,
which is partly attributable to that want of concert which